
Florida Forever Work Plan  Executive Summary
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In 1999, the Florida Forever program was created, which authorized the issuance
of bonds in an amount not to exceed $3 billion for acquisitions of land and water areas.
This revenue is to be used for the purposes of restoration, conservation, recreation, water
resource development, historical preservation and capital improvements to the acquired
land and water. The program is intended to accomplish environmental restoration,
enhance public access and recreational enjoyment, promote long-term management goals
and facilitate water resource development.

The water management districts create a five-year plan that identifies projects
meeting specific criteria for the Florida Forever program. Each district integrates its
surface water improvement and management plans, Save Our Rivers (SOR) land
acquisition lists, stormwater management projects, proposed water resource development
and water body restoration projects and other activities that support the goals of Florida
Forever.

Thirty-five percent of the Florida Forever bond proceeds are distributed annually
to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) for land acquisition and
capital expenditures in order to implement the priority lists submitted by the water
management districts. A minimum of 50 percent of the funding is to be used for land
acquisition. The South Florida Water Management District’s annual net share is
$33,075,000, of which $25 million will be used for Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan (CERP) projects, and $8 million will be used for Kissimmee Restoration
projects. Including Florida Forever funding, a total of $195.5 million was spent in fiscal
year (FY) 2002 to acquire 26,500 acres of land.

The Florida Forever Work Plan lists and describes the 20 projects eligible for
Florida Forever funding in the FY 2003 – 2007 period, as well as nine projects for which
the South Florida Water Management District expects to seek reimbursement through
Florida Forever in FY 2003. The plan is arranged in sections that correspond to the CERP
regions as described in the CERP Guidance Memorandum 012.00.

In addition to the regional project descriptions, the Florida Forever Work Plan
provides system-wide and regional descriptions of land use, water quality, water
management practices, physical conditions and other characteristics as required by
statutes. The work plan includes a report on real estate acquisition activity performed in
FY 2002 (Appendix C). This plan also provides performance measures (Appendix A),
CERP Project Management Plans (PMPs) for projects eligible for Florida Forever funding
(Appendix B) and an implementation schedule for the CERP (Appendix D).

The majority of this document is being provided exclusively on CD-ROM. This
allows for a wider distribution than would be possible with traditional printed copies.
Individuals who require paper copies may print them directly from the CD or provide the
CD to any duplication service for production.
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